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HNRS 2020: Critical Thinking About Great Ideas

Course Syllabus

Spring 2011

Instructor:  


Dr. Heath A. Diehl

E-Mail:  


williad@bgsu.edu

Office:
  


332 East Hall

Office Phone:  


372-6836

Office Hours:


Monday 11:30 AM – 3:30 PM 

Tuesday and Thursday 4:00 – 5:00 PM (and by appointment)

Campus Mailbox:  

210 East Hall (mailbox is above my name)

Classroom & Meeting Time:  
220 Olscamp Hall, Tuesday & Thursday 2:30 – 3:45 AM

Peer Facilitator:

Adam Wilson

Peer Facilitator E-Mail:
adawils@bgsu.edu

Course Description
Critical Thinking about Great Ideas is the second of two core curriculum courses that all students enrolled in the University Honors Program at Bowling Green State University must successfully complete.  This interdisciplinary seminar seeks to introduce students to select foundational thinkers, ideas, and intellectual movements that have shaped human civilizations across a variety of temporal, geopolitical, cultural, and historical conditions.  All students enrolled in this course will be exposed (whether implicitly or explicitly) to three fundamental, enduring “great ideas” that exist at the foundation of the human experience:  rationality, faith, and empiricism.   Beyond these three ideas, individual sections of the course will expose students to other political, economic, social, cultural, and intellectual ideas and perspectives.  Students will be encouraged to understand these ideas within the context of the social, human, intellectual, and physical worlds of which they are part, as well as identify relationships between and among competing perspectives about these ideas and ultimately to integrate aspects of these ideas and perspectives into their own worldviews.  One of the central goals of this course is for students to learn and gain practice in a critical method of thought and expression that builds on and expands the skill set introduced in HNRS 2010: Introduction to Critical Thinking.  To this end, special emphasis will be placed on the refinement of higher-order critical thinking skills (i.e., analysis, synthesis, and evaluation) through close reading of and active engagement with both primary and secondary texts.
This specific section of HNRS 2020 will center on what I term an “anchor text”—that is, a single text (in this case, Margaret Atwood’s 1985 novel The Handmaid’s Tale) that drives the thematic/topical focus of the course and that determines the schedule of readings.  Throughout the term, we will engage this novel from a variety of historical, socio-cultural, and political vantage points, locating it within very specific intellectual traditions and contextualizing its storyline and the larger ideas undergirding it in an effort to gain a deepened understanding of the historical moment during which the novel was written and originally produced.  We will begin the semester with a “history” of Ronald Reagan and his Administration—Robert M. Collins’ Transforming America: Politics and Culture During the Reagan Years.  This text offers a keen and incisive glimpse into the origins, the applications, and the legacies of the conservative political backdrop of the 1980s, the backdrop against which Atwood is writing in her novel.  Next we will turn our attention to two texts—George M. Marsden’s Fundamentalism and American Culture and Robert Alter’s Genesis: Translation and Commentary—that explore the austere religious traditions illustrated and examined in Atwood’s novel, including religious fundamentalism (the tradition that serves as the cornerstone of Atwood’s fictional Republic of Gilead) and the practice of using handmaidens in the Judeo-Christian tradition.  The middle portion of the semester will be devoted to a series of short classic readings from history, philosophy, and literary studies that examine concepts like “heroism,” “authority/power,” “epistemology,” and “feminism”;  these readings will be considered with and variously applied to our understanding of Atwood’s novel.  Finally, we will end the semester with a consideration of the Sex and Culture Wars of the 1980s and the ways in which these debates within the feminist movement (and across the larger landscape of America) about pornography, sexuality, autonomy, and representation shaped and were shaped by The Handmaid’s Tale.
Course Required Readings
· Alter, Robert, ed.  Genesis: Translation and Commentary.  New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 1997.  Print.

· Atwood, Margaret.  The Handmaid’s Tale.  New York: Anchor Books, 1998.  Print.

· Collins, Robert M. Transforming America: Politics and Culture During the Reagan Years.  New York: Columbia UP, 2009.  Print.
· Duggan, Lisa and Nan D. Hunter.  Sex Wars: Sexual Dissent and Political Culture.  New York: Routledge, 2006.  Print.

· Andrea Dworkin.  Intercourse.  New York: Basic Books, 2006.  Print.  (excerpt available as .pdf on course Blackboard site)

· Marsden, George M.  Fundamentalism and American Culture.  2nd ed.  Oxford: Oxford UP, 2006.  Print.

Additional readings for the course will be taken from an HNRS 2020 ebook created by your Peer Facilitator, Adam Wilson;  these readings include:  


· Carlyle, Thomas.  “On Heroes, Hero-Worship, and the Heroic in History.”  Jim Manis.  Penn State University.  11 Jan. 2010.  Web.  8 June 2010.  PDF.

· Machiavelli, Niccolo.  The Prince.  The Constitution Society.  n.d.  Web.  16 May 2010.  PDF.

· Plato.  “The Allegory of the Cave.”  The Republic of Plato.  Trans. Francis MacDonald Cornford.  New York: Oxford UP, 1957.  227-235.  Print.

· Woolf, Virginia.  A Room of One’s Own.  eBooks@Adelaide.  1 Jan. 2010.  Web.  8 June 2010.

Please complete all readings by the assigned date (see Course Reading Schedule below).  You should read closely and in detail, and be sure to record marginal notes and questions in your texts.  Some of the reading will be difficult at first because it may be written in a rhetoric with which you are unfamiliar.  We will work together in class and during office hours to alleviate any unnecessary anxiety you may have when confronted with a difficult text.  The main portion of the responsibility, however, rests on your own shoulders to work slowly and carefully through material that may be challenging.
 
Course Learning Outcomes

Students who successfully complete HNRS 2020: Critical Thinking about Great Ideas should demonstrate:

 

· a curiosity about and a core understanding of “great ideas” in human history through a critical evaluation of these fundamental ideas in their social, human, intellectual, and physical contexts;  this objective will be measured through instructor observation of and engagement with student contributions to in-class discussions regarding the required course readings, administration of in-class midterm and final examinations, and teacher-generated rubrics for student writing assignments.
· an understanding of and a facility with both lower- (i.e., knowledge, comprehension, and application) and higher-order (i.e., analysis, synthesis, and evaluation) critical thinking skills through regular practice of those skills in the context of discussions and written, oral, and/or creative assignments related to a set of both primary and/or secondary readings;  this objective will be measured through instructor observation of and engagement with student contributions to in-class discussions regarding the required course readings, administration of in-class midterm and final examinations, and teacher-generated rubrics for student writing assignments.
· a willingness to think open-mindedly within alternative systems of thought, recognizing and assessing (as need be) their assumptions, implications, and practical consequences;  this objective will be measured through instructor observation of and engagement with student contributions to in-class discussions regarding the required course readings, administration of in-class midterm and final examinations, and teacher-generated rubrics for student writing assignments.
· an ability to draw meaningful connections and to chart intellectual integrations within and across a diverse set of ideas and concepts through discussions of and written, oral, and/or creative assignments related to primary and/or secondary readings;  this objective will be measured through instructor observation of and engagement with student contributions to in-class discussions regarding the required course readings, administration of in-class midterm and final examinations, and teacher-generated rubrics for student writing assignments.
· an ability to use integrative skills, constructing and persuasively explaining the synthetic relationships among ideas and perspectives about those ideas;  this objective will be measured through instructor observation of and engagement with student contributions to in-class discussions regarding the required course readings, administration of in-class midterm and final examinations, and teacher-generated rubrics for student writing assignments.
· an ability to relate and apply abstract concepts and ideas to novel situations in thoughtful and meaningful ways;  this objective will be measured through instructor observation of and engagement with student contributions to in-class discussions regarding the required course readings, administration of in-class midterm and final examinations, and teacher-generated rubrics for student writing assignments.  
· a facility with the theory and practice of argumentation, reasoning, and advanced critical thinking especially (though not exclusively) as that facility applies to the articulation of personal values and belief systems;  this objective will be measured through instructor observation of and engagement with student contributions to in-class discussions regarding the required course readings, administration of in-class midterm and final examinations, and teacher-generated rubrics for student writing assignments.
 

Classroom Policies
Attendance and Participation  (adapted from Julie Haught, Senior Lecturer, Dept. of English)
Education is not a commodity that can be readily purchased and then used or discarded like a theater ticket or a fast food meal.  Rather, education is a collaborative process by a group of interested parties who wish to learn.  I assume each person in this class wants to learn and I expect that each person understands that learning is an active process that involves the participant’s commitment to the material and to his/her colleagues.  

Given this basic philosophy toward education, I expect you to attend class regularly and punctually.  Moreover, active participation for the entirety of each class session is mandatory.  Students attending class without adequate preparation, students arriving to class late, or students leaving class early will be marked absent.  On a related note, you may not make a habit of coming in late.  (If I am here and class is going on, then you are late;  come in with as little disturbance as possible.  This may mean that it will not be convenient for you to sit in your usual seat.)  If you arrive more than five minutes late, then I will count you absent for that class meeting.  If you do arrive very late and have a good excuse, then see me after class.  Under no circumstances will I interrupt the class to explain what you have missed by coming in late.  You will, however, be responsible for all material covered in class.  Similarly, when you have unavoidably missed an entire class meeting, it is up to you to find out what the assignment is and be prepared to participate in the next class that you attend.  Do not compound your problems by coming to class unprepared.  

Of course, it would be unwise to assume that you will have no illnesses, personal emergencies, job interviews, and/or university-sponsored activities which will interfere with your ability to attend this class during the semester.  Undoubtedly, you will have to be absent for legitimate reasons and that is why each student is allowed three absences with no penalty.

If you miss an excessive number of classes, whether excused or not, then your work (and your grade) will suffer.  In other words, there are consequences for our failure to meet our responsibilities.  If I were to have sporadic attendance or were to exhibit incompetence in the workplace, then I would be fired.  If you, as a college student, have sporadic attendance or exhibit negligence in your classroom responsibilities, then your final grade for the course will be lowered.  Specifically, if your absences begin to affect your progress, then I will ask you to come in to my office for a personal conference.  If you miss more than three classes, excused or not, then I reserve the right to reduce your course grade by ¼ of a letter (25 points) for each additional absence over the allotted three.  (N.B.  An excused absence is one that is caused by documented illness or a university-sponsored field trip.  Under these and only these two sorts of circumstances, I will work with you to help you make up the material and the graded assignments that you miss.  These absences still count toward your maximum three.)  

Two additional attendance policies are worthy of note:  

· First, in the event of a student’s extended absence as a result of personal illness or emergency, the student and I will discuss the best resolution to the semester and the attendance policy above may be amended to accommodate the student.  

· Second, if in the case of severe weather an official agency such as the State Highway Patrol reports that hazardous driving conditions exist and travel is not advised, then students who must commute to Bowling Green may be excused from classes at my discretion.  Upon return to class (or through e-mail prior to his/her return to class), the student should inform me of his or her inability to travel due to hazardous driving conditions.
Late Work
Assignments must be turned in at class at the assigned times.  Late work will not be accepted (unless, of course, there are extenuating circumstances that prevent you from turning in an assignment on time, and then only if you have discussed these extenuating circumstances with me in advance of the due date).  An assignment is considered late if you have not submitted it by the beginning of class on the assigned day.  If you fail to turn in one of the assignments for HNRS 2020, then you will automatically receive zero credit for the assignment.   Finally, if you miss a class, then you miss the work for that day.  There will be no “make-up assignments” or individual “extra credit.”

Cellular Telephones

Cellular telephone use during class is disruptive and shows a lack of courtesy and respect for your instructor and peers.  Thus, please turn off cellular telephones prior to the beginning of each class session.  If you have a cellular telephone and it disrupts a class session, then you may be counted absent for that class period.  Also, please note that in cases of personal emergency you may leave your cellular telephone on vibrate if you have received permission from me prior to the beginning of class.
The 24-hour Rule

Because I devote a significant amount of time and effort to commenting on and evaluating final drafts of assignments, I expect you in turn to read through the comments several times, engage with them, and attempt to understand them before you approach me with questions.  Yet inevitably every term I have students who want to contest their grades immediately after receiving an evaluated draft (and before ever having read a single comment).  As a result, I have established “the 24-hour rule.”  Simply put, this rule maintains that you cannot ask me questions about my comments on a final evaluated draft of an assignment until 24 hours have passed from the time that I handed the draft back.  (Rough drafts of assignments are excluded from the 24-hour rule.)  After 24 hours have passed, you may ask any question you wish; be advised, however, that I will never negotiate grades.
Plagiarism
Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term “cheating” not be limited to examination situations only, but that it includes any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one's own work.  Plagiarism can also involve quoting without acknowledging the true source of the quoted material (whether that error was made intentionally or unintentionally) and even indirect quotations and/or paraphrasing where the sources are not properly cited.  

I take cheating and plagiarism very seriously—either act breaks a trust between professor and student, undermines your integrity, and is unfair to your peers.  Students are expected to maintain the highest level of integrity in their academic work and, as a result, plagiarism simply will not be tolerated under any circumstances.  If you are discovered to have plagiarized any or all of your assignments for HNRS 2020, then you will receive a “WF” for the course and I will send a letter to the Dean of your college charging you with plagiarism.  Consult BGSU’s “Code of Academic Conduct” for information regarding this University’s academic honesty policies and penalties for violation of those policies.  These policies and penalties apply to our class, as well as to all other classes at BGSU.  (The “Code of Academic Conduct” is available online @ http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/sa/studentdiscipline/page13640.html.)

Students with Disabilities
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 require faculty at Bowling Green State University to provide an “academic adjustment” and/or a “reasonable accommodation” to any individual who advises us of a physical or mental disability. If you have a physical or psychological limitation that requires an academic adjustment or an accommodation, then please arrange a meeting with me at your earliest convenience. Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the university, students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation.  Students with a documented disability who require specific examination or course-related academic accommodations should contact the Office of Disability Services by phone at (419) 372-8495 or in person at 413 South Hall.

Office Hours and Communication

I keep regular office hours (see above), and you can make appointments to see me at times that are convenient for both of us (though remember that I am not on 24/7 call and will not always be available), if my scheduled hours do not work for you.  You can always catch me immediately prior to or following class to make an appointment (but neither time is usually good for having an extended discussion as I typically have a full slate of classes with one immediately following another).  If you have problems, concerns, questions, complaints, or comments regarding this course, then it is your responsibility to bring them first to me for discussion and resolution.  Finally, if you have a question about anything relating to this course, then it really is best if you ask me.  If you ask the person who happens to be sitting next to you or someone who has had the course before, then I am not responsible for what he or she may tell you.

Peer Facilitator

There will be a wonderful peer facilitator working with me.  This facilitator, whose name is Adam Wilson, does not assign grades (though he may offer his written/verbal feedback on your writing assignments) nor does he lecture (though he will both co-facilitate in-class discussions and take primary responsibility for leading some of those discussions).  Adam will help with tutorial work, help with precise writing and thinking and speaking, and help with in-class activities.  Because Adam has very successfully completed the HNRS 2010: Introduction to Critical Thinking and A&S 250H: Great Ideas/HNRS 2020: Critical Thinking about Great Ideas courses, he can be an invaluable resource to you.  He understands the design and expectations of this particular course, and therefore can provide insight into any questions or concerns you might have about what is being asked of you or how well you are doing at any given moment.  He’s smart, approachable, and willing to assist you.  Indeed, he encourages you to contact him with questions and/or concerns about the class either through e-mail (adawils@bgsu.edu) or via telephone (419-704-1775).  Adam has very successfully served as a Peer Facilitator for three previous semesters (during two of which he worked with me), so make use of this valuable resource when/if you have questions or need additional assistance.
The Fine Print

Important oral or written announcements, including announcements modifying the terms of this syllabus, may from time to time be made in class during the course of the semester. (In other words, this syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.)  If you miss class (or are late for class or "daydream" during my announcements), then it is your responsibility to inquire whether such announcements have been made. 

Finally, whenever you claim that a penalty for noncompliance with a rule announced (either in this syllabus, or orally, or in writing later in the semester) should be waived because of a legitimate excuse on your part, I will consider myself in a situation analogous to that of a bank teller whose customer returns and claims that a part of the money he/she was supposed to receive was missing when he/she counted it at home.  The teller will expect reliable evidence beyond the customer's word that not enough was paid out.  Similarly, if you wish me to excuse you, then the burden of proof that there was, indeed, a legitimate excuse rests with you, to be furnished by a preponderance of the evidence beyond your stating that it is as you say. 

Course Evaluation
In this section of HNRS 2020, your final course grade will be based on a 1000-point scale for which the points will be distributed in the following manner:

Midterm Examination


200 points

Final Examination


200 points

10 Microthemes


10 points each, 100 points total

Webography Project


200 points

“Great Ideas” Project


300 points

Midterm Examination

On Thursday, March 3, 2011, a take-home midterm examination will be due.  The midterm examination will likely be distributed at least one week prior to the due date and will include (but will not necessarily be limited to) three to five essay questions that will encourage you to think across the required readings that we have completed to date, using your higher-order critical thinking skills to build a strong response to the questions posed.  The midterm examination should be typed, double-spaced, and printed with 1” margins on all sides of the page;  it can also be printed either single-sided or front-to-back.  The following is an essay prompt taken from the final examination that I administered to students enrolled in HNRS 2020 during the spring term of 2010, reprinted here merely to give you a sense of the types of questions that may be put to you:

Plato’s allegory of the cave is a classical philosophical treatise on the nature of knowledge production and acquisition (what more modern philosophers term “epistemology,” or how we know what we know).  By definition an allegory is, according to an author for Wikipedia, “a figurative mode of representation conveying a meaning other than the literal.”  The author goes on to note that “[a]llegory teaches a lesson through symbolism . . . [and] communicates its message by means of symbolic figures, actions or symbolic representation.”  Plato’s allegory of the cave is principally concerned with the branch of philosophy known as “epistemology.”  According to an author for the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (online), “epistemology is the study of knowledge and justified belief” and is chiefly concerned with such questions as: “What are the necessary and sufficient conditions of knowledge?  What are its sources?  What is its structure, and what are its limits?”  Based on this definition, it should be clear that in a number of important ways, the areas of epistemology and critical thinking overlap (in terms of concerns, methodologies, assumptions, etc.).  In several paragraphs of analysis and commentary, explain the symbolism of Plato’s allegory (specifically addressing what each literal element of the allegory symbolizes) as well as the lesson that Plato is trying to teach or/and the message that Plato is trying to convey.  Then, discuss the ways in which Plato’s allegory can be seen as a model for critical thinking and address the value (or lack thereof) of doing so.
Final Examination

During our regularly-scheduled final examination period (i.e., Thursday, May 5, 2011, from 3:30 – 5:30 PM), a take-home final examination will be due.  The take-home final examination will likely include (but will not necessarily be limited to) three to five essay questions that will encourage you to think across the required readings that we have completed to date, using your higher-order critical thinking skills to build a strong response to the questions posed.  The midterm examination should be typed, double-spaced, and printed with 1” margins on all sides of the page;  it can also be printed either single-sided or front-to-back.  Please note that the primary focus for the final examination will be on works read during the second half of the term, but some questions might draw on your knowledge and understanding of works read during the first half of the term.  
Microthemes

The microtheme is a short “essay” that is usually limited in terms of space (most educators require their students to use only one side of a 5” x 8” index card, or to write between 100 and 500 words) and time (again, most educators limit students to a 5 – 8 minute time limit per microtheme).  Although the microtheme itself is brief, in order for it to be successful, it must be preceded by a fairly considerable amount of critical thought about the topics, texts, and ideas under study.  Microthemes originally were created for literature courses by James Work in 1979 and later, in 1982, were adapted by John Bean and colleagues to other disciplines and fields of study.  Because of their versatility and their wide adaptability and applicability to a variety of fields of study and subject matters, microthemes have been referred to by some educators as “the Swiss Army knife of assignments.”

This semester you periodically will be asked to write microthemes concerning the required course readings for a given class session.  Microthemes will not be announced prior to the class session during which they will be administered and they must be completed in class during the time frame provided (usu. 5 -10 minutes).  In other words, no make-up or take-home microthemes will be permitted.  If you miss class on a day during which a microtheme is assigned, then you will receive no credit for the assignment.  Throughout the semester, you must complete a minimum of 10 microthemes.  However, I may administer more than 10 microthemes.  You are welcome to complete as many microthemes as you wish, and then I will factor into your final course grade only the ten highest of the microtheme grades.  Each microtheme is worth a maximum of 10 points and will receive only a numerical score when evaluated by me (that is, no written feedback);  however, please note that I am happy to sit down with you and discuss your work on the microthemes (i.e., what you are doing well, what you could improve upon, and how you might make improvements) in greater detail.  Microthemes will be evaluated according a scoring guide that will be made available to you on our course Blackboard site.

Webography Project

A webography (aka webliography) offers contemporary college students a new spin on an old classic: the annotated bibliography.  Like the classic annotated bibliography, the webography/webliography offers readers a list of citations and accompanying annotations to source materials related to a given topic.  However, unlike the classic annotated bibliography (which can include both library and non-library resources), the webography/webliography only includes online resources (i.e., webpages).  
This semester, you and your peers will work individually on one section of a collaborative webography on topics related to Margaret Atwood’s novel The Handmaid’s Tale (1985)—the anchor text for our study of “great ideas.”  The first step in the process of completing the webography assignment is for each of you to sign up to research one of a series of topics that I have identified as appropriate for the assignment.  A sign-up sheet will be passed around during the initial weeks of the spring term and topics will be available on a first-come, first-served basis.  Next, you will be asked to conduct research on your chosen topic with the specific goal of ultimately locating a minimum of 10 credible, relevant, and timely source materials related to your chosen topic.  For each of the 10 web resources that you select for inclusion in your section of the webography, you must:  (1)  construct a Works Cited reference for the site using proper MLA format;  (2)  include the complete URL for the home page of the website that you are evaluating;  (3) craft a summary paragraph about the resource (approx. 250 – 400 words) in which you provide a comprehensive overview of the resource (its purpose, its focus, its features, etc.);  (4)  create an evaluation paragraph about the resource (approx. 250 – 400 words) in which you explain your assessment of the resource (what are its strengths, its weaknesses, and why did it earn the score that it did);  and (5)  indicate the numerical score that the web resource earned based on your use of the web resource evaluation rubric.
To expedite the process of uploading your individual entries to the actual website for our webography, I ask that you submit the final draft of this assignment electronically (as an email attachment) prior to the beginning of class on Tuesday, March 15, 2011.  This assignment should be submitted as .doc, .docx, or .rtf only and you should use 12 pt. Times New Roman font.  Your text should be single-spaced with two spaces used only between each of the entries.  Any students who do not follow these specific instructions to the letter will earn zero credit for the assignment.

“Great Ideas” Project

As a kind of capstone to this course, I want each of you to select one (or more) “great idea(s)” that has(/have) captured your interest in our in-class discussions and/or required course readings and use that idea as a springboard for a “project” that demonstrates your thorough familiarity with and understanding of that concept and its significance to the history Western thought and civilization.  This “project” can take pretty much any form that you wish—from a webpage to a formal academic paper to a newsletter to a graphic novel and etc.  (However, I would definitely encourage you to choose a project for which you already possess some skill;  in other words, if you know that your drawing skills are poor, then please do not take on a graphic novel project.)  It can focus on pretty much any “topic” that you wish (as long as you justify the topic as a “great idea” and as long as your focus is sufficiently narrowed for the type of project that you have conceived and the assignment guidelines that I supply).  I will expect you to have conducted some research on the topic, though the amount and kind of research might vary from one project to another depending on the shape, focus, and purpose of individual projects.  Given that these projects will vary quite considerably from one person to another, I cannot offer as specific guidelines regarding my expectations as I can with other projects and therefore I would like for each of you to craft a Project Proposal which will be due on Thursday, February 17, 2011.  

The Project Proposal should be a written statement that includes:

· A rationale for the choice of topic.  It is sensible to indicate the limitations of your aims.  In other words, don’t promise what you can’t deliver and be very aware of what falls outside the scope of your research.  In this section, you will want to include the following information:

· A section defining your general subject and explaining why you chose it.  What fascinates you about it?  Why should someone else who knows nothing about this topic bother to learn about it?

· A section explaining how your chosen topic is a “great idea.”  (Note:  In this section, you will need to specifically define what for you constitutes a “great idea” and then use the criteria that you have established in that definition to justify your choice of topic.)

· A section outlining (and perhaps justifying) your approach to the project.  What form will it take?  And why have you chosen this form?  

· A mini-bibliography of existing published work (“the literature”) that relates to your chosen topic.  Here you need to properly document (in MLA style) at least 10 credible academic resources related to your topic that you might use in the final project.  

While the Project Proposal will not receive a grade, I will provide ample feedback on your approach to the project that will hopefully assist you in the successful completion of the project.  The final “Great Ideas” Project will be due at the beginning of our last class session, Thursday, April 28, 2011.
Incomplete Policy

A grade of “Incomplete” will be granted to a student in rare instances and will be considered only in cases of documented medical emergency or other, comparably grave circumstances, and then only when a student has discussed these circumstances with me and made appropriate arrangements for the “Incomplete” prior to the end of the term during which the student is enrolled in one of my courses.   Generally, to receive a grade of “Incomplete,” a student must have completed all examinations and assignments to date, be earning a passing grade, and have personal circumstances that prevent course completion and that occur after the deadline to withdraw from the course.  All required work for the course must be completed by the designated dates (i.e., March 1 – Fall; August 1 – Spring; November 1 – Summer) for the granting of an appropriate grade.  Failure to complete the work by the designated date will result in a failing grade for the course.

Course Grading Scale

The course grading scale is set in stone.  No bumps up or pushes of any type exist in this course, even if you are 6 points away from the grade you desire.  No exceptions will be given under any circumstance, so please do not even ask.

	Total Points
	Letter Grade

	1000 – 900
	A

	899 – 800
	B

	799 – 700
	C

	699 – 600
	D

	599 – 0
	F


Finally, please do not subject me to accounts of how a particular grade will "affect your life." If you wish to contest a grade received, then I will insist that the discussion be limited to the following two issues: (1) Where was I mistaken in evaluating your work? (2) When and how did I fail to apply a provision of this syllabus—or a later oral or written modification of it—to your case?  Never, though, should you try to “negotiate” a grade simply because you are unhappy with the outcome of an assignment.

Course Reading Schedule
N.B.  The items listed beside a particular date are due that class period.

Tu 1/11
Collins, Transforming America:  Politics and Culture During the Reagan Years
Th 1/13
Collins, Transforming America:  Politics and Culture During the Reagan Years
Mo 1/17

Martin Luther King, Jr., Day—No Classes
Tu 1/18
Collins, Transforming America:  Politics and Culture During the Reagan Years
Th 1/20
Collins, Transforming America:  Politics and Culture During the Reagan Years
Tu 1/25

Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale 

Th 1/27

Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale

Tu 2/1


Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale
Th 2/3


Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale
Tu 2/8


Alter, ed. Genesis: Translation and Commentary
Th 2/10

Alter, ed. Genesis: Translation and Commentary
Tu 2/15

Alter, ed. Genesis: Translation and Commentary
Th 2/17

“Great Ideas” Project Proposal Due
Alter, ed. Genesis: Translation and Commentary
Mo 2/21

No Office Hours Today
Tu 2/22

Marsden, Fundamentalism and American Culture
Th 2/24

Marsden, Fundamentalism and American Culture
Tu 3/1


Marsden, Fundamentalism and American Culture
Th 3/3


Midterm Examination Due




Marsden, Fundamentalism and American Culture
Mo 3/7 – Su 3/13
Spring Recess—No Classes
Tu 3/15
Webography Due
Carlyle, “On Heroes, Hero-Worship, and the Heroic in History” (available as .pdf on course Blackboard site)  
Th 3/17
Carlyle, “On Heroes, Hero-Worship, and the Heroic in History” (available as .pdf on course Blackboard site)  
Tu 3/22
Machiavelli, excerpt from The Prince  (available as .pdf on course Blackboard site)
Th 3/24
Machiavelli, excerpt from The Prince  (available as .pdf on course Blackboard site)
Tu 3/29

Plato, “Allegory of the Cave” (available as .pdf on course Blackboard site)
Th 3/31

Plato, “Allegory of the Cave” (available as .pdf on course Blackboard site)
Tu 4/5
Woolf, excerpt from A Room of One’s Own (available as .pdf on course Blackboard site)
Th 4/7
Woolf, excerpt from A Room of One’s Own (available as .pdf on course Blackboard site)
Tu 4/12
Dworkin, “Possession” from Intercourse (available as .pdf on course Blackboard site)
Th 4/14
Dworkin, “Possession” from Intercourse (available as .pdf on course Blackboard site)
Tu 4/19

Duggan and Hunter, Sex Wars
Th 4/21

Duggan and Hunter, Sex Wars
Tu 4/26

Duggan and Hunter, Sex Wars
Th 4/28

“Great Ideas” Project Due
Duggan and Hunter, Sex Wars
Fr 4/29

Last Day of Classes
Th 5/5


(3:30 – 5:30 PM) Final Examination
Have a Safe & Relaxing Summer Recess!

And Happy Graduation, Adam!!!
