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HNRS 2020:  Critical Thinking about Great Ideas

Webography/Webliography Assignment

Dr. H. Diehl, Spring 2011

Introduction:  What is a Webography/Webliograpphy?
A webography (aka webliography) offers contemporary college students a new spin on an old classic: the annotated bibliography.  Even if you have never heard the phrase “annotated bibliography,” most (if not all) of you have certainly compiled a bibliography for a research project.  But you may not yet have been asked to compile and create an annotated bibliography.  So, let’s begin by reviewing terms with which you probably are familiar:

A bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, websites, periodicals, etc.) one has used for researching a topic. A bibliography usually just includes the bibliographic information (i.e., the author, title, publisher, etc.).

An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation.

When we put these two terms together, then, we arrive at the following definition of “annotated bibliography”:

An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is followed by a brief (usually about 150 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited.  

Like the classic annotated bibliography, the webography/webliography offers readers a list of citations and accompanying annotations to source materials related to a given topic.  However, unlike the classic annotated bibliography (which can include both library and non-library resources), the webography/webliography only includes online resources (i.e., webpages).  Thus, as authors for Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia explain, a webography “is a list of websites that pertain to a given topic. A webography is much like a bibliography, but is limited to a collection of online resources rather than books and academic journals.”

Great Expectations:  How to Create & Submit Your Webography Entries

This semester, you and your peers will work individually on one section of a collaborative webography on topics related to Margaret Atwood’s novel The Handmaid’s Tale (1985)—the anchor text for our study of “great ideas.”  Keep in mind that this webography will have a public audience and it is designed to provide its readers (i.e., other students like you, but also just interested parties who may not be enrolled in an institution of higher education) with information that will assist them in understanding the many historical, political, and socio-cultural issues raised in and by Atwood’s novel.  To that end, your tone should be formal, your presentation should be professional, your researching skills should be exacting, and your writing should be closely edited and proofread.  
The first step in the process of completing the webography assignment is for each of you to sign up to research one of the following topics (N.B. only one person will be allowed to sign up for each topic):

· Ronald Reagan and Foreign Policy

· Reaganomics

· Ronald Reagan and Domestic Policy:  AIDS

· Ronald Reagan and Domestic Policy:  Abortion

· Ronald Reagan and Domestic Policy: Civil Rights for Women & Minorities

· Second Wave Feminisms (General)

· Lesbian Feminisms

· Liberal Feminisms

· Materialist Feminisms

· Radical, or Cultural, Feminisms

· The Sex and Culture Wars (General)

· Andrea Dworkin & Catharine MacKinnon 

· Anti-Pornography Feminism

· American Fundamentalism

· American Evangelicalism

· The Book of Genesis

· Handmaids and Other Biblical Women

· Margaret Atwood (Biographical)

· The Handmaid’s Tale (General)

· Dystopian Fiction

· Postmodern Fiction

· The Handmaid’s Tale (Resources for Teachers and Students)

· Feminism and the Visual Arts, 1980-1989

· Barbara Kruger

A sign-up sheet will be passed around during the initial weeks of the spring term and topics will be available on a first-come, first-served basis.  

Next, you will be asked to conduct research on your chosen topic with the specific goal of ultimately locating a minimum of 10 credible, relevant, and timely source materials related to your chosen topic.  Be aware that while you must locate a minimum of 10 source materials, you will more than likely need to examine and assess many more sources than 10 (with the understanding that some web resources, even if relevant to the topic under study, are not credible as “academic research”).  To assist you in this vetting and assessment process, I have adapted a pre-existing web resource evaluation rubric that you will be required to use.  For each web resource that you examine (even if you reject the site as not credible and do not include it in your final ten), you need to fill out one of these rubrics and turn in a hard copy.  The web resource evaluation rubric is available on our course Blackboard website and is included as an appendix below.
For each of the 10 web resources that you select for inclusion in your section of the webography, you must:

· construct a Works Cited reference for the site using proper MLA format (a number of documents on MLA documentation style have been made available to you on our course Blackboard site)

· include the complete URL for the home page of the website that you are evaluating

· craft a summary paragraph about the resource (approx. 250 – 400 words) in which you provide a comprehensive overview of the resource (its purpose, its focus, its features, etc.)

· create an evaluation paragraph about the resource (approx. 250 – 400 words) in which you explain your assessment of the resource (what are its strengths, its weaknesses, and why did it earn the score that it did)

· indicate the numerical score that the web resource earned based on your use of the web resource evaluation rubric

To expedite the process of uploading your individual entries to the actual website for our webography (a process for which I will assume full responsibility), I ask that you submit the final draft of this assignment electronically (as an email attachment) prior to the beginning of class on Tuesday, March 15, 2011.  This assignment should be submitted as .doc, .docx, or .rtf only and you should use 12 pt. Times New Roman font.  Your text should be single-spaced with two spaces used only between each of the entries.  Any students who do not follow these specific instructions to the letter will earn zero credit for the assignment.
Benefits of Creating an Annotated Webography/Webliography
Web research is ubiquitous among members of the current college generation and yet many students are not nearly as skilled with how to conduct successful web research as they should be.  When dealing with traditional library resources (e.g., academic books, academic journal articles, and even periodical articles), you do not have to be nearly as skilled at vetting sources because you can be sure that a long string of editors and peer reviewers have determined that only the most credible resources make it finally to print.  But the web, with its “democratic” commitment to provide every budding writer/commentator with a voice and its often slip-shod (or entirely absent) editorial policies, is a virtual cesspool of inaccurate documents masquerading as credible resources and uninformed lay persons masquerading as experts.  To that end, it is important to cultivate the skills necessary to navigate the web successfully.  This webography is designed to assist you in honing and refining your researching skills specifically with regard to web research and web resources.

The webography project also targets specific learning outcomes for the HNRS 2020 course, including:
· helping you to develop an understanding of and a facility with both lower- (i.e., knowledge, comprehension, and application) and higher-order (i.e., analysis, synthesis, and evaluation) critical thinking skills through regular practice of those skills in the context of discussions and written, oral, and/or creative assignments related to a set of both primary and/or secondary readings;  and
· helping you to hone your ability to use integrative skills, constructing and persuasively explaining the synthetic relationships among ideas and perspectives about those ideas.  
Finally, the webography project, in providing you a “real world,” public audience for your intellectual endeavors, not only makes you more accountable for the quality of the work that you produce (and therefore hopefully challenges you to produce even more thoughtful work than you normally would produce), but also (hopefully) gives you a greater sense of accomplishment for your academic work by knowing that others are directly benefitting from it.

Appendix A.  Web Resource Evaluation Rubric

	
	0
	1
	2
	3

	Is the author an expert in the field?

Score:  ________
	The author is probably not credible.  Factual errors and/or pervasive writing problems indicate that the author is not an expert.
	The author is unnamed and/or no credentials are provided.
	The author is identified by name, but credentials and/or contact information are/is incomplete.
	The author’s credentials are provided and indicate that he/she is an expert in a field relevant to the subject matter covered on the website.  The author provides complete contact information for him-/herself.

	Does the resource have a reputable organization sponsoring it?  

Score:  ________
	The page is hosted/maintained by an individual.  The home page is a personal page hosted by an Internet service provider such as Google, etc.
	The page is hosted by a business. 
	The site is sponsored by (1) a K – 12 educational institution;  (2) an educational institution (.edu) but the site is located within a student’s folder;  or (3) an unknown organization (but the site is a .com or .org).
	The page is sponsored by a known business, professional association, organization, museum, university, or government department/agency.

	Are the site’s sources of information cited?  Are photographs/visuals clearly labeled?

Score:  ________
	Sources are not cited/linked and photographs/visuals are not labeled.
	There is a general indication of the source of the information, but no specific citations/links to the original source documents and photographs.
	Most sources are cited and/or a bibliography is provided for most resources.
	Sources are cited/linked and/or a bibliography for further information is provided.  Photographs/visuals are labeled and cited.

	How current is the site?

Score:  ________
	There is no indication of when the site was created and/or last updated.
	The date given for the site’s creation is over 3 years old and there is no date of last update.
	The site has been created and/or last updated within the past three years.
	The site has been created and/or last updated within the last year.  If there is a bibliography, then the sources that are referenced would be considered “current.”

	What is the domain in the URL?

Score:  ________
	The domain is .com or .edu but the site is clearly the work of individuals without authority on the subject/topic.
	The domain is .com and there are a lot of pop up menus and items for sale or the domain is .org and the organization behind the site is not familiar.
	The domain is .edu, .com, .info, .net, or .org and the site has been revied by a reputable subject directory (such as The Internet Public Library, Dewey Browse, Yahoo.com subject directory, etc.
	The domain is .gov;  OR the domain is .com, .info, .net, or .org and the site is posted by a well-known, reputable organization or company;  OR the domain is .edu and university or college faculty maintain the site.

	What is the purpose of the site?  

Score:  ________
	The purpose is personal. 
	The purpose is to sell something, persuade, offer assistance, or give a point of view.  There may be some factual information or useful pictures, but the focus of the site is to promote something.
	The purpose is to offer factual information.  Some opinion may be included.
	The purpose is to support scholarly research with the conveyance of information and the production of “original” research and thinking.

	Total Score:  

	What does this score mean?
	0 to 6 points
Highly questionable source for any intellectual/academic purpose, including a webography project
	7 to 10 points
Site is useful for ideas or casual projects, but it should not be included in a webography project webography.
	11 to 14 points
Good source to use for a webography project if you can provide a justification for its weaknesses
	15 to 18 points

Excellent source to use for a webography project


Web Resource Evaluation Rubric adapted/borrowed from http://www.unk.edu/uploadedFiles/academics/library/ref/rubric.pdf.
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